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was lacking in his collections was supplemented by friends and relatives, who in every way took a most vital interest in the boy's education.
There was the special friend of the Goethe household, Councillor Schneider, who smuggled in Klopstock's Messias; there was Pastor Stark, an uncle, in whose library Wolfgang discovered a Homer in German prose; there was easygoing Herr von Olenschlager, who explained the Golden Bull to the boy and associated him with children of other families in the presentation of French plays and in the writing of prize essays; there was, besides, obstinate Herr von Reineck, who instructed him about international and domestic relations; Privy Councillor Hiisgen, a shrewd lawyer with a Mephistophelian vein, capable of discovering defects in God himself; Legation Councillor Moritz, who taught him mathematics; and other men who, partly by precept, partly by example, and partly by association, influenced him in manifold ways. It must have been a peculiarly charming sight to see little Wolfgang, with his sparkling black eyes and his shrewd, pale face, looking up to the venerable perukes. They were all very fond of him, not merely because of his astonishing quickness of apprehension and his original conception of things, but also on account of the goodness and purity with which his whole being was thoroughly imbued. To these men of mature years and more or less morose nature he was as refreshing as the morning dew, and each of them sought to realise in him, as in a beloved son, his own ideal. Olenschlager wished to make him a courtier, Reineck a diplomat, Hiisgen a jurist, that he might be in position to defend himself and his property against the worthless race of men.
What wonder if the precocious grandson of the chief magistrate of the city and favourite of so many men of high position should become exceedingly self-conscious and manifest it by a certain strutting demeanour? His vanity bore him a rich harvest of jeers from his companions, but they always showed a sense of their own inferiority by their attitude toward him. "We always were his lackeys/'